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Spatial

Planning… what is its role in ensuring a more just 
reconstruction process. 



Objective: To understand the concept of Spatial Justice and Spatial Planning and 
their application in post-conflict reconstruction scenarios. 

Introduction to Spatial Justice 

Amartya Sen’s conceptions of justice  
Participation and Citizen Engagement 
spatial justice and the complexities of planning… an exercise 



dreamThe American Dream
W h a t  i s  t h i s  a b o u t ?  

“ W e  h o l d  t h e s e  t r u t h s  t o  b e  s e l f - e v i d e n t ,  t h a t  a l l  m e n  a r e  
c r e a t e d  e q u a l ,  … ” ( 1 )
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- 1931, "Epic of America."  (James 

Truslow Adams)

(1) American constitution

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeremybrooks/5511516790/


SojaEdward Soja
2009 - The City and Spatial Justice. Justice 
Spatiale / Spatial Justice, 1, 1–5. 

2010 - Seeking Spatial Justice. Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press.

p o s t m o d e r n  p o l i t i c a l  
g e o g r a p h e r  &  u r b a n  
t h e o r i s t
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- critical analysis of space and its relation to the 
social world 

- understanding the spatiality of (in)justice —> not 
only from a theoretical interest, but also to feed 
activism (CHANGE)



SpaceSpatial Turn
Renewed attention in 
the social sciences
- Being human or becoming human is 

not only defined in time (eg. being 

born, living and eventually dying), but 

also spatially


- Until the second half of the 19th 

century  space was merely the canvas, 

the container in which humans were 

active (Foucault)


- Space is no longer just conceptualised 

as this container, but as a social 

construction 


- Renewed attention for the work of 

Lefebvre (eg. the Right to the City 

(1968), ….)


Examples

- Peter Sloterdijk’s Spheres trilogy


- Foucault, Michel (1984). "Des 

Espace Autres". Architecture, 

Mouvement, Continuité. 5: 46–49 

(spoke about it much earlier


- Pierre Bourdieu’s Effets de lieu 

(1993) (Site Effects) —> Distance 

and accessibility


- ….
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CriticalCritical Spatial Thinking
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S o j a ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p . 2

Ontological 
Spatiality of 
being humans are: 


- social beings


- temporal beings


- spatial beings

Space is 
socially 
produced

Socio-Spatial 
Dialectic

Conceived

Lived
Perceived

Bourdieu, Massey, …

Critical Theory
Frankfurt School


Marcuse

https://www.blendededucation.nl/
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https://www.blendededucation.nl/

Space matters!



https://howmuch.net/articles/people-living-in-extreme-poverty-2018 https://digitaal.scp.nl/armoedeinkaart2019/



Pattern
s

Distributional patterns
Spatial (in)justice as 
OUTCOME 

Spatial (in)justice as 
PROCES
- describing the underlying 

processes is difficult


- most familiar shaping forces of 

locational and spatial 

discrimination: class, race and 

gender


- political organisation of space


- uneven geography!

S o j a ,  2 0 0 9 ,  p . 3

Poverty, 
unemployment, 

crime,  poor 
services 
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Planning in neo-liberal times
WHEN SPACE 
BECOMES A 
PRODUCT

INCREASING SPATIAL 
SEGREGATION

- eg Docklands London 


- Drozdz, M. (2014). Spatial 

inequalities, " neoliberal " urban 

policy and the geography of 

injustice in London. Justice 

Spatiale - Spatial Justice, 6,
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T h e  q u e s t  f o r  s p a t i a l  
j u s t i c e

http://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/

east-is-poor-west-is-posh-south-is-

rough-and-north-is-intellectual-

londoners-views-on-the-

citys-9088834.html



injusticeSpatial injustice
being differently located in 
space can have 

“deeply oppressive and exploitative effects, 

especially when maintained over long time periods 

and rooted in persistent divisions in society such as 

those based on race, class, and gender”

S o j a  ( 2 0 1 0 ,  p .  7 3 )
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injusticeSpatial justice
involves

“the fair and equitable distribution in space of 

socially valued resources and opportunities to use 

them” 

S o j a  ( 2 0 0 9 ,  p .  2 )  ( 2 0 1 0 ,  
p . 4 )
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acknowledges that  
“social processes shape the spatiality or specific geography of (in)justice.”

needs 
urban dwellers to be able to “to participate openly 

and fairly in all the processes producing urban 

space” 



injusticeSpatial justice
S o j a  ( 2 0 0 9 ,  p .  2 )  ( 2 0 1 0 ,  
p . 4 )

a
n

 e
x

t
e

n
s

io
n

DISTRIBUTION of outcomes

Inclusive PROCESSES

RECOGNITION of difference

Intersectional thinking



M e t e l k o v a ,  L j u b l j a n a  ( p h o t o  c r e d i t :  G i l  J o n c k e r s )





Planning apartheid in South Africa   

forced removals between 1960 & 1983

1948: National Party (NP) comes to power --> “apartheid” becomes the main 
principle (with legislative power)


separation on all intra-personal levels

racist legislation


group areas act (1950) --> FORCED REMOVALS

13% of the land for 75% of the population

1951: 60% of the Black population lived in “white (proclaimed) areas”

1985: 60% of the Black population lived in the homelands1,7 million 

people



Planning apartheid in South Africa   



The spatial implications of apartheid in Cape Town



The spatial implications of apartheid in Cape Town - District Six & the Bo Kaap�
District Six & Bo Kaap 

District Six Bo Kaap



?

The spatial implications of apartheid in Cape 
Town - District Six & the Bo Kaap�



The spatial implications of apartheid in Cape Town



The spatial implications of apartheid in Cape Town



source: District Six museum





Source from the District Six Museum: Lucien le Grange Architects & Urban Planners, District Six Heritage Impact Assessment, 2003.





https://www.blueskytraveler.com/museum-notes-district-six-cape-town/





Etienne du Plessis



“The progressive agenda of ‘urban reform‚ has come 
under increasing pressure from groups that seek to 
expand and re-shape cities according to their own 
interests” .

Mariana Fix University of Sao Paulo
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